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PRESERVING WETLANDS 
MAKES DOLLARS AND SENSE 

Land trusts preserve we tlands in one 

o f three wa ys. All three provid e tax 

ad vantage s to the ow ne r, by reduc ing prop­

e rty tax, feder al income tax and es tate tax. 

1. Outri ght gift 
Owner conveys a dee d of the wetland to 

the land trust; provides ma ximum tax 
benefits 

2. Conservation restriction 
Owner retain s title , but signs a contract 

ag reeing no t to develop or harm the 
wetl and; provides mo des t tax benefits 

3~ Bargain sale 
Owner se lls we tland to land trust for less 

than fair market va lue; prov ides tax 
benefits re lated to lowered sa le pri ce 

In all cases, the land tru st ca n guide the 

landowner through the co nveyance process, 

prov idi ng profession al guidance or referrals 

on questions of taxes, surv eys or appraisals. 

To date, Cape Co d landowners have do­

nated over 1,000 acres of wetland to trusts. 

DID YOU KNOW,..?
 

A donation of one acre of wetland
 

to a landtrust fo r protection may
 

result in all income tax deduction of
 

$3,000 or more.
 

TO LEARN MORE... 

T he Challenge for Cape Cod Wetlands 

is sponsored by the 17 local land co n­

servatio n trust s and wate rshed associat ions 

which comprise Th e Co m pac t of Cape Cod 

Conse rva tio n T rusts . Founded in 1986, the 

non-profit Co mpac t represent s, throu gh its 

members, a lmos t7 ,000 hou seh old s on Cape 

Cod and has preserv ed 2,000 acres of open 

space throughout Barnstable County. Land 

trusts are non-pro fit organizations dedi cated 

to acquiring and managing natural areas as 

protec ted open space. 

For more information 

abo ut the Challenge , contac t: 

Mark H. Rob inson, Executive Director
 

T he Co mpac t of Cap e Cod
 

Co nservation Trusts, Inc.
 

P.O. Box 44 3, Barnstable, MA 026 30 
Ph : 508-362 -25 65 

E-mai l: compact@cape.c om 
Website: www .compact.cape.com 

The Cha llenge for Cape Co d Wetl ands 

is made p ossible by grants from the 

foll owing organizations: 

Ed ward Bangs Kelley and
 

E lza Kelley Foundation
 

Massachusetts Bay s Program
 

Na tio na l Fish & Wildlife Foun dation
 

World Wil dlife Fund
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... The tangy smell of 

salt marsh in the au­

tumn air... 

.. . The unseen fi sh 

[inning slowly in the 

dark silence of the ice ­

locked kettle pond. : 

... The rauc ous din of 

spring peeper F ogs 

hunk ered in a maple 

swamp ... 

... Th e sight of high 

white dunes beneath 

all impossibly blu e 

summer sky. .. 
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T hese sce nes are but a small part of the 

pan orama of wetl and s on Cape Co d . 

Wet lan ds - swam ps, marsh es , tidal flats , 

pondshores, beaches,dun es and streambanks 

- a re the keystones of the Cape's rep uta­

tion as a natu ral resource of nat ion al sig nifi­

cance . 

Th e Challenge for Cape Cod Wetlands is 

de s igned to info rm prop erty owner s about 

the ec ological significance of the ir we tlands 

and to alert them of the finan cial be nefi ts 

ava ilable for prese rving them. 

WETLANDS -THE HEART OF 
CAPE COD 

About one -q uarter of Ca pe Co d is we t­

land , dou ble the percentage of Mas­

sac husetts as a whole . Our beaches att rac t 

touri sts from all ove r North A me ric a. O ur 

po ndshores host co lonies of g loba lly- ra re 

plants . 

The Ca pe' s bays se rve as a maj or stopove r 

fo r bl ack du cks and othe r seabirds m igrating 

the Atlanti c Fl yway. Freshwate r we tland s 

filte r and replen ish the aquife r, our sole 

source of d rinking wa ter. T he c ranberry 

industry origi na ted in the bogs of the Cape . 

WETLANDS ARE AT RISK 

T he threat s to these va luab le we tlands 

are va ried and powerful. Half of the 

nat ion ' s and sta te's orig inal wetlands have 

bee n di splaced ov e r the ye ars. A s im ilar 

perce ntage may have been lost on Cape 

Cod. Wetlands have been fi lled, d ra ined , 

cleared, d red ged , built on and polluted. 

Govern ment regul at ion of devel opment has 

slowed , but not stop ped , the loss of we t­

land s. A de gr ad ed qua lity of re ma ining 

we tlands hinder s thei r value fo r w ild life 

habitat , flood and er osion contro l, wa ter 

fi ltra tion, rec reatio n and <esthe tics . 

CHALLENGE FOR CAPE COD
 
WETLANDS
 

Our local Land Conse rva tion T rusts are 

devoted to wo rk ing wi th we tland 

ow ne rs to preser ve th is eco log ica l he ritage. 

T he Challenge fo r Cape Cod Wetlands 

re lies on the vo luntary coo pe ration of land­

owner s, sc ientists and non-p ro fit lan d trusts 

to des ig n protec tion strategies for separate 

we tland parcel s as well as region al habitats. 

Land trust volunteers a re identi fying and 

co ntac ting all we tlan d ow ne rs on Cape Co d 

th rou gh mai lings, public wo rksho ps, educa ­

tional field wa lks and personal inte rviews. 

Th e in ten t is to encourage la ndowners to 

preserve we tlands vo luntarily, to show them 

what they call do w ith thei r we tla nds, ra ther 

than telling them what they cannot do . 


